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The role of parents in the implementation of the curricula 




In this study, we are researching the participation of the parents in the upbringing and educational process through their 
participation in the implementation of the school curriculum. Led by the pedagogical belief that the inclusion of the parents is one 
of the crucial tools in achieving better results in the upbringing and educational process, as well as an excellent mechanism for 
creation of more efficiently and more democratically managed schools, we have researched the inclusion of the parents in the 
primary schools in the southeastern Macedonia. We have reached the conclusions about the degree, forms, modalities and 
characteristics of the participation of the parents through quantitative survey, collection and evaluation of the received data 
through specially prepared questionnaires for the represented and targeted group of parents.  
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Methodology 
schools is of enormous significance for pedagogical practices and research. Therefore, this subject matter is of great 
importance for the educational systems such as ours, which has been transforming from a closed one, non-
participatory school system into an open democratic model of school organization.   
s, to be 
more precise, the readiness of the schools and parents for such type of activity in terms of cooperation during 
decision making for the curricula, curricular themes and other didactical aspects of education. 
In the first part of our research, we are setting up the theoretical basis of this type of pedagogical analyses 
and researches. In other words, we are considering the socialization as a social phenomenon and pedagogical and 
social aspects of the educational and upbringing process during designation of the extremely important socialization 
role of the family, parents and home on one hand and the school on the other as factors that have the crucial 
decision-making importance for the success or failure in the educational and upbringing commitments. Through the 
analysis of the theoretical provisions for the role of the school and family in the educational and upbringing 
processes, in the next part of the designation of the theoretical provisions of our research, we come to the classical 
pedagogical analyses of the curriculum as organized studying.   
Following the designation of all aspects of the theoretical pedagogy and sociology of education, we come 
to the essential analysis of the forms of participation in the curricular activities. We will talk about the participation 
of students, parents and the community in the curricular activities but in the research we will focus on the 
participation of the parents in the school curriculum. 
Before exposing the results to which we came, a good part of our study will be analytical presentation of 
normative guidelines and prescriptions in terms of what should be the proper participation of these indirect and 
direct participants in the educational and upbringing process. 
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In the first part of our study we will present the current insights into this topic from the several surveys and 
schools. The basic thesis that will defend is that parents today have more responsibility and new task in the 
educational and upbringing  processes. In other words, a new form of individual responsibility for the upbringing 
and education of children, a responsibility that was not emphasized in pedagogic socialist system, but in a 
democratic society becomes a motive for socially conscious action. 
The main conclusion that we have reached is that in primary schools in southeastern Macedonia there is 
only basic communication and basic, sometimes formal, cooperation between parents and schools regarding 
curricular activities.  
We will designate the reasons for this state in the final section, and generally speaking it comes to: 
unwillingness, non-competitiveness, indifference of parents to establish a more intensive cooperation and 
partnership with the school in terms of participation in the selection, implementation, planning the curriculum 
objectives, as well as their bigger engagement in the provision of family subsistence for life existence which do not 
allow them to dedicate themselves to upbringing and education of their children.  
Schools today are in new social value constitution. Liberal democracy and market economy created as 
certain benefits, and difficulties in the structural organization of the school curriculum in general. The economic 
resources of schools have been limited, and at the same time prospects for democratic participation in deciding 
curricular activities by parents and the community have been opened up. Consequently, the perspectives created a 
whole new way of educational management of curricular activities in general. Therefore, in the normative parts of 
our analysis, we will speak about: limiting factors, types of cooperation between parents and schools and the 
influence of parents and parental school management structures in educational processes and activities. 
In the second, practical part, we will expose the instrument and the data that we have reached. And in the 
final section, with some concluding observations, we will finalize the research trying to make recommendations for 
pre-pedagogical, organizational, didactic and managerial activities in terms of overcoming the difficulties and 
limitations of the participation of parents in the curricular activities. The essential dilemma, which led this 
research, is: whether the involvement of parents in curricular activities is one element missing in our 
educational and upbringing process? Since the two main factors of socialization are school and family, and they 
do not participate enough in the process of education, then indeed, much of the educational, social and health 
problems can be attributed to the acquired state. Therefore, the discussions and research on these social - 
pedagogical aspects will always have a wider social significance. 
 
Analysis of the results 
 On the basis of the results that came up, the study attaches normative guidelines and normative 
prescriptions in terms of what should be the proper participation of these indirect and direct participants in the 
educational and upbringing process. 
The research has a foundation the current knowledge on the subject of several research projects of the NGO 
sector and the Ministry of education and science to support parents in their cooperation with schools. The research 
starts from the general assumption that parents today have bigger responsibility and new educational task in the 
learning educational processes. In other words, a new form of individual responsibility for the upbringing and 
education of children, a responsibility that was not emphasized in pedagogic socialist system, but which in a 
democratic society becomes a motive and center for socially conscious action. 
A particular research state in schools in southeastern Macedonia led to the conclusion that there is only 
basic communication and elementary, sometimes formal, cooperation between parents and schools regarding 
curricular activities. 
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Conclusion  
Specifically, from the research can be derived conclusions that the participation of parents in the 
implementation of curriculum in schools in southeastern Macedonia is not on the necessary satisfactory level. The 
schools establish the envisaged bodies and structures by law (parent councils and school board) in which parents 
participate, but their work and activity is not specified and there is no a framework for the mechanisms and 
procedures that would enable true and actual participation of parents in implementation of the school curriculum and 
making overall decision-making. 
There are no extensions in schools of the alternative ways of involving parents in the implementation of the 
curriculum, nor attempts to a greater extent to benefit from their engagement. The teachers, school management and 
professional service does not stimulate the active participation of parents in addressing the issues of more general 
character associated with the school curriculum and achievement of curricular and educational activities. 
Communication with parents is usually oral, as well as communication with students. Parents do not get the full 
picture of events in school and do not have enough information to be able to participate in decision making on 
important issues related to curriculum and educational and upbringing process in general. Schools do not care about 
the broader context in which the child lives and works, and communication is directed primarily unilateral. Only 
certain information are reported to parents. Teachers are not trained to communicate with parents and often comes to 
conflict situations in which accused each other of improper conduct. Parents are in the role of passive recipients of 
notices concerning learning and behavior of their child.  There is no common system developed for the school and 
the parent work with the child and parents do not have enough information about the contents and methods of 
teaching and working in the school. The law and the statutes defined a global framework for cooperation between 
school and parents, but it does not expand, it is not developed in a specific school. Schools and teachers do not have 
strategies to attract parents into work and decision-making and implementation of curriculum. The role of parents is 
marginalized and reduced to only fulfillment of certain obligations and statutory duties. There is no opportunity to 
actual influence in the implementation of the curriculum. This study pays attention to the newly socially established 
value system. Liberal democracy and market economy created certain benefits, as well as difficulties in the 
structural organization of the school curriculum in general. Economic resources have been limited to schools, and 
simultaneously prospects for democratic participation in deciding curricular activities by parents and the community 
have been opened up. After which, the perspectives created a whole new way of managing curricular activities in 
general. Therefore, in the normative parts we talk about: limiting factors, types of cooperation between parents and 
schools and the influence of parents and parental school management structures in educational processes and 
activities. 
After the presentation of the methodological instrument and achieved results, the study provides 
recommendations for pre-pedagogical, organizational, didactic and managerial activities in terms of overcoming the 
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